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Russia has a number of large and impor-
tant rivers. To the north of the watershed
and flowing into the Arctic Ocean or its
coast waters are the Petehora, draining the
northeastern part of the country; the
Mezen; the Dvina, flowing into the Gulf of
Archangel, and the Onega, flowing into the
Gulf of Onega; while those flowing into the
Baltic or its coast waters are the Neva, the
Diina, the Niemen and the Vistula, which in
the lower part of its course flows through
Prussia. Of the great rivers flowing south-
ward we find the Ural, the Great Uzen, the
Volga and the Cuma, flowing into the Cas-
pian ; the Don, flowing into the Sea of Azov,
and the Dnieper, the Bug and the Dniester,
flowing into the Black Sea. All of these
streams are navigable in the lower parts of
their courses, and some of them are nav-
igable for many miles. Russia has a num-
ber of large lakes, nearly all of which are
situated in the northwestern part of the
country. The largest, Lake Ladoga, north
of Petrograd (now Leningrad), is about the
size of Lake Ontario and is the largest lake
on the continent. To the northwest of this,
near Finland, are other large lakes, all of
which are in a low country and have marshy
borders. The Caspian Sea, with its surface
eighty feet below the Mediterranean and
entirely enclosed by land, is really a salt
lake, and the Black Sea might also be con-
sidered in the same light.
Climate. Russia extends through nearly
thirty-five degrees of latitude; consequently
it has a varied climate, the extreme northern
part being within the Arctic regions and the
southern part falling within the warm tem-
perate regions. The absence of mountain
barriers causes the country to be swept al-
ternately by winds from the north and the
south; therefore it is subject to sudden and
violent changes in temperature. The west-
ern portion also has a more equable climate
than the eastern, because it is much nearer
the sea. The mean temperature at Lenin-
grad for January is about 15°, and for July
it is about 64°, while at Odessa, on the Black
Sea, it is much warmer. The average rain-
fall for the entire country is about twenty
inches a year, but it is much greater in the
northwestern than in the southeastern por-
tions. The entire country in winter is usually
covered with a heavy fall of snow and this
adds much to the moisture and is of great
advantage to agriculture.
 Mineral Resources. Russia has an abun-
dant supply of minerals, the most valuable
being platinum, iron, copper, coal, salt, zinc,
gold and silver. Coal is found in large
quantities in the south-central part of the
country, in the valley of the Donetz River.
Iron occurs in the Ural Mountains, which
are the depository of many other metals.
In Caucasia are some of the most productive
petroleum fields known to the world. Mal-
achite, emeralds, diamonds and other pre-
cious stones occur in the Ural Mountains, and
amber is found in the coasts of the Baltic.
Building stone is not plentiful, but porce-
lain clay and clay suitable for brick and tile
are found in a number of places. The low-
lands along the Baltic contain extensive peat
bogs. There are others, also, near Moscow,
and these are an important source of fuel.
Agriculture. Under Soviet rule the farm-
ing community suffers from strict govern-
mental control. In czarist days the single-
owner farms totalled more than 300,000,000
acres; after fifteen years of Communism
these were reduced to 72,000,000 acres. Most
farmers have been forced into state farms
called collectives, holdings being merged into
large acreages for unit operation. All agri-
culture suffered a decrease in production, but
averages for various crops are rising. All
the cereals, where the soil is fertile, are
grown, rye, wheat, and oats leading, in that
order. The government imposed restrictions
and penalties so severe on small farmers
that horses, cattle, sheep, and swine have
greatly decreased in number. As examples,
within five years cattle decreased from 68
million head to 38 million; swine, from 21
million to 12 million. The Black Earth coun-
try, stretching east to west in Southern Rus-
sia, is one of the richest grain areas in the
world.
Forests. In all of the Soviet Union there
are more than two and a half billion acres
of forests, two-thirds of which are in Russia
proper, a considerable portion in swamps
and marshes or in areas yet inaccessible.
Other Industries. In the forest region
lumbering and the manufacture of potash,
tar, turpentine and other forest products en-
gage a large number of inhabitants. The
fisheries of the country are also very impor-
tant. Notwithstanding its numerous lakes
and rivers, all of which are well stocked
with fish, the country is unable to supply the
local demand. The inhabitants of the ex-

